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Filled with practical advice and detailed information, this indispensable guide to prairie gardening

shows readers how to choose space, plan a garden, select plants and flowers, and much more.
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[Gardening with Prairie Plants by Sally Wasowski], Native Plant Society of Texas News, 20 (March

April 2002): 5.Convincing people that native flora are ideal for their home landscape should be easy.

Colorful native plants flower as early as late February and continue to bloom until late June. After a

respite during the intense heat and withering drought of summer, a riot of blossoms emerge again

from September until the first frost of late autumn. Few gardens comprised of commercially popular

non-native plants can compete with the duration of such a showy display. And few can match the

low maintenance, the reduced water requirements, and the environmental benefits of native-flora

horticulture.Sally Wasowski's latest book, Gardening with Prairie Plants, is aimed at converting

skeptics who doubt that native-plant landscapes can make any difference in the world. These are

people who argue the futility of trying to reverse the course of things in any given region. In reply,

Wasowski points to native-plant landscaping as one way to preserve biodiversity. Biodiversity is like

the human auto-immune system; it provides an eco-system with the means for successfully

adjusting to disruptive new conditions.Wasowski has a good chance of succeeding against the

skeptics because her volume-reasonably-priced and readily available in Texas bookstores-is

excellently produced. Not only is her well-informed commentary accessible to the average reader,



but Andy Wasowski's accompanying color photographs are spectacular. The publisher wisely opted

to print large illustrations, and the 241 that appear in Gardening with Prairie Plants prove the old

adage that a picture is worth a thousand words.
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